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APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 

 

SAT 11TH SEPTEMBER 12:00 Anyone welcome – 2nd application of APIGUARD 

SAT 18th SEPTEMBER Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm 

SAT 16TH OCTOBER Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm 

SAT 06TH NOVEMBER Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm 

 
BEEKEEPERS SUPPER 

 

Our annual Beekeepers Supper will be held this year on 9th October in Pulborough 

Village Hall. For those of you who have never been before, this is an evening where we all 

get a chance to sit and chat with friends and family to all those folk you meet – usually 

obscured by mesh and smoke!  You pay a small amount to cover essentials and 

drinks…and then bring with you a salad, pud or cheese and biscuits to share. It makes a 

wonderful end to a hectic summer season – don’t miss it! 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

Beekeeping is continually changing and beekeepers need to be aware of various 

situations to be able to help their bees as much as possible. Until 20 years ago 

the pattern of dealing with colonies in the autumn was usually the same. Then 

came varroa and the problems that caused. The early treatments were easy to 

use and little changed, although many beekeepers didn’t understand what was 

going on and they lost their bees, many giving up due to varroa. In truth they 

couldn’t or wouldn’t take the trouble to understand what was happening inside 

their hives. In those days it was varroa that killed the bees, but virus levels built 

up and now it is a combination of both varroa and their vectored viruses. After 

about 10 years there was resistance to the treatments we had previously used 

and the chemicals became useless within a year or so. We now have to use a 

number of softer options and these pose another problem to beekeepers. It’s 

something else to learn, and is why beginners need to get up to speed very 

quickly. 

 

Most beekeepers base their treatments on an autumn thymol based product e.g. 

Apiguard or Api Life Var, and a winter dose of oxalic acid. Instructions for their 

use can be found elsewhere. On their own these treatments are not normally 

sufficient and other techniques are often employed. The new NBU booklet 

“Managing Varroa” is very helpful. 

 

We have only had problems with ivy honey in the last 3 years. If the weather is 

good the bees bring in huge quantities which granulate very quickly, making it 

difficult for the bees to use in the winter. This results in starvation with plenty of 

food. For this reason we are feeding early in the hope the bees will have a 

reasonable amount of liquid stores. 

 

Bees have wintered badly recently and I think it’s a combination of varroa and 

nosema ceranae. For that reason we are treating prophylactically with FumidilB. 

To help I am hoping to do a lot of comb changing next year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Roger 
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VARROA TREAMENT 
  
We should all by now be taking measures to reduce Varroa numbers before winter.  This 
is normally done immediately after taking off the summer honey, while temperatures are 
still relatively high. For effective control we hope for 15 degrees C or above. If you 
haven't already started treatment, do not delay as it is best to complete it before 
feeding. 
 
 The old 'strips' containing pyrethroids (Apistan and Bayvarol) are no longer effective as 
the mites have developed resistance. You should not be using those products. 
  
For the last few years we have been using Apiguard, which is based on thymol, in a gel 
base that allows for controlled release over a period of time.  Standard dose for a full 
colony is two sachets, applied two weeks apart and not totally removed until six weeks 
after the start of treatment.  For most effective mite control it is recommended that 
some air circulation space is provided above the brood chamber, using either a raised 
framing of the crown board or an empty super as an eke. 
  
This year an additional product, ApilifeVar, has been approved for use in this country. It 
is also based on thymol but has three additional ingredients, Eucalyptus oil, levomenthol 
and camphor.  It comes in the form of strips and the recommendation is to break each 
strip into four pieces and place them on top of the frames at each corner of the hive.  
You do this each seven days, four times.  A pack contains two strips so you need two 
packs per full hive.  For these strips no eke is necessary. 
  
For both products it is likely to increase the effectiveness if mesh floors are sealed 
during the period of treatment. 
 
 We follow up this treatment with an application of oxalic acid in syrup, trickled over the 
bees at the end of December when there is little or no brood. These two treatments 
combined should give good control of varroa mite. Look out for details of when oxalic 
acid will be available, and how to book your supply, in the December newsletter. We 
hope to offer it free of charge to members as we have done for several years. 
  
We have good supplies of Apiguard available from the apiary (and some from Tom at 
Petworth, by arrangement, if you can't get to an apiary meeting).  We also have a limited 
quantity of ApilifeVar for those who want to try it. 
 
  
Cost of Apiguard is £2.10 per sachet or £20 per full pack of 10, working out at £4 or 
£4.20 per hive. 
 
Cost of ApilifeVar is £3.40 per pack of 2 strips, making the cost £6.80 per hive. 
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Beginners Packages 2011 
 
For several years now we have offered a Beginners Package that includes a new hive, 

bees, and tuition. We have experienced problems in previous years and have tightened 

the rules up considerably. Due to bees wintering badly in 2009/10 we were only able to 

make up a small number of Packages in 2010, for some members who had been waiting 

since the previous year.  

  

We realise there are a large number of new beekeepers in 2010 who will be wanting bees 

soon. We propose to start a list of names of those who wish to apply for a package for 

2011. The Packages can only go to those who have not had bees before and allocation 

will depend on availability of bees and the suitability of applicants, not first come first 

served. If you would like to be considered please contact Tom by email only. We can't 

promise we will be able to supply Beginners Packages, as the bees largely come from the 

teaching apiary and those requirements must come first, but we will make every effort to 

get as many as possible started this way. 

 

 

 

CRANLEIGH SHOW REPORT – Mike Bunyan 
 
Another successful show was held on August 1st.Tthe weather was good with just one light 
shower, the stand looked good with the display boards at the rear of the gazebo 
with information on Adopt a hive and some interesting Bee Facts collected by Karen who 
became our star when her photo was in the County Times show report. 
 
Two observation hives were made up by Roger which are the main attractions of the day. I 
do not mean Roger is the main attraction he comes 3rd after Meg. The hives were looked 
after by Maggie, Tom, Gordon, Roger, John, Karen and I taking it in turn to answer 
questions about the hives and bees. Graham was out in front of the gazebo explaining the 
workings and construction of a hive, on the other side was Derek and Liz selling honey and 
their own products which were very popular.  
 
The leaflets on the Beginners Day went well and a great deal of interest was shown.  I would 
just like to thank all the members who helped with the show and made it a great success. 
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WANTED 
 

Paving Slabs 
 

Now we are running more colonies for tuition we could do with some more paving slabs to put the 
hives on. If you know of any complete ones that are surplus to requirements please let me know. 

Ideally the 2' x 2'6" are the best, but will take 2' x 2'. 
 
Please contact Roger on this subject 
 

Display Boards 
 

We attend a number of shows each year and it would be very useful to have some display boards 
on which we can put posters, pictures and information about WGBKA.  

 
What we are looking for is the framed boards with fabric covering onto which you can pin things or 
use Velcro fixings.  If anyone has boards that they don't use, or knows of some lurking anywhere 
that might be donated to us, we would be pleased to know.  
 
Please contact Tom on this subject. 
 

 

BBKA  -   Basic Assessment Refresher Day. 
 
The BBKA Basic assessment is intended for those who have managed bees for 12 months. 
The syllabus contains most of the things you need to manage bees efficiently, and although 
at first might seem daunting, much of it is included in our teaching at the apiary and the 
rest learnt from reliable sources such as NBU booklets. Recently I have developed an 
interactive full day programme based on the BBKA Basic, and have delivered it to two 
groups including some of those WG members who have recently been assessed. I will be 
repeating it for Worthing and Chichester Div's as well as WG during the winter. 
  
Due to the format, numbers should be restricted to about 12 attendees, and from the 
number of members I have identified who would benefit I think we could have 2 sessions. If 
you are thinking of taking the BBKA Basic or would like to attend even if you weren't 

thinking of taking it please contact Derek Ready dcready@supanet.com  who is 

taking bookings and can give you further information. 
 

 

BEGINNERS DAY 2011  -  Sat Feb 19th 2011 
 

The next Beginners Day is arranged for Sat Feb 19th 2011. If you are new to beekeeping this 
year and didn’t come to the last one then we advise early booking. If you know someone who 
is interested in Beekeeping then please let them know. 
 
Full details of the day, together with a booking form, are in the Diary of Events section of our 
website at  www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

mailto:dcready@supanet.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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Wisborough Green Winter Evening Meetings 
 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 
 

 
All commence at 7.30pm. 
 

 
November 11th 2010 
 
Roger Patterson will provide an insight in to the unusual places that people keep bees! 
He says that this will be a fairly “light hearted” talk! 
 
 

December 9th 2010 
 
Pam Hunter is Chairman of our neighbouring Association, Central Sussex BKA and sits 
on the BBKA Executive Committee. As an independent consultant scientist, she 
frequently writes and speaks on beekeeping matters, her particular interests being in 
navigation, foraging and pollination aspects of bees, the subject upon which she will 
speak tonight.  Tom Moore has heard this talk on a previous occasion and assures us 
that it is not to be missed! 
 
 

January 13th 2011 
 
Many of us know Diane Steele, who works during the summer season alongside Alan 
Byham as our Seasonal Bee Inspector. She was intending to talk to us last January 
about her experiences during her first spell in the job, but the meeting was cancelled 
due to snow. She will now have even more material to pack in to her talk which should 
prove interesting and entertaining. 
 
 

February 10th 2011 
 
Roger will again speak, this time on the slightly more serious topic of “Making Increase” 
– a timely subject as the days lengthen and the start of the active season draws closer. 
 
 

March 17th 2011 
 
The AGM will be followed by “Any Questions” when a distinguished panel of experts will 
answer everybody’s’ questions about beekeeping. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


